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Upcoming Events:
April 25 & 26, 2011 -- Kids First Conference at the Embassy Suites in Des Moines
May – “Get Caught Reading” Month
May 2-8 – Children’s Book Week (see http://www.bookweekonline.com/) 
May 6 – Annual Children’s Book Discussion with Jerri Heid  (Register now!  We will be bringing along some die-cut felt shapes to help you get started with your flannel boards.)*
May 9 & 10 – National Library Legislative Day (see http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/advocacy/nlld/index.cfm). 
May 10 – Subcenter Meeting in Atlantic*
May 11 – Subcenter Meeting in Humeston*
May 16 – Subcenter Meeting in Clarinda*
*see the State Library CE Catalog for details, registration and even more CE opportunities:  (http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/cgi-bin/cecat/).  Remember, you are welcome to attend CE facilitated by all LSAs!
Planning Ahead . . .
The Collaborative Summer Library Program slogans for 2013 have been announced:  "Dig into Reading" for children; "Beneath the Surface" for teens; and “Groundbreaking Reads” for adults.  The general theme is "Underground." You might wish to start a file of ideas now!
BTW – themes for 2012 are: “Dream Big – Read” for children; “Own the Night” for teens; and “Between the Covers” for adults.
Recycled Crafts . . .
For Earth Day or Summer Library Program:
Origami hearts from old magazines -- http://blog.paper-source.com/how-to/how-to-recycled-origami-hearts/.  Easy!
Origami box to hold paper clips, candy, etc. -- http://www.wonderhowto.com/how-to-origami-recycle-bin-253610/.  Make from recycled paper!
Simple origami pouch made from brown paper bags (or try other papers) and decorated -- http://mel-designs.typepad.com/my-blog/2011/02/brown-grocery-bag-origami-pouches.html.   Easy folding.  Requires glue sticks.   Note that you can make larger bags by simply using larger squares cut from large grocery bags!
Keyboard Jewelry – use discarded keyboard keys as beads to string -- http://en.espritcabane.com/recycling-crafts/keyboard-jewelry.php. 
How to make “plarn” – if you have teens who like knitting or crochet, use this “yarn” to make tote bags, etc. -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdTm2V4ssvY&feature=player_embedded 
Gift bows from magazines -- http://www.thriftyfun.com/tf67285000.tip.html. 
Spring is a good time for rain sticks!  See http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/music/rainstick/ or http://www.highlightskids.com/Express/Crafts/Toys/C1096_rainStick.asp.    Note:  these are from South America, so may fit in with your summer library program.
Odds & Ends . . .
*Mini-Posters to print for Earth Day (April 22nd) – quick and easy! -- http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/earth_day_for_kids.htm 
*Nonfiction for youth:  School Library Journal publishes a newsletter with reviews of series nonfiction for youth; each issue focuses on a particular topic area: earth science, American history, etc.  You can check out all the newsletters that have been published so far at: http://bit.ly/hZr86K. 
“Teen Tips” – ideas for the Summer Library Program to supplement those in your manual – have been posted on the SWILSA Youth Services web page (http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/youth.htm). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Voting is now open for the Children’s Choice Book Awards – see http://www.bookweekonline.com/. Look for bookmarks that you can print out for Children’s Book Week!
