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Upcoming Events:
May 17 – EBSCOhost for Kids (online workshop)*
May 24 – Intellectual Freedom (online workshop)*
May 26 – Marking the Spot: Geocaching and the Library (online workshop)*
*see the State Library CE Catalog for details, registration and even more CE opportunities:  (http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/cgi-bin/cecat/).  Remember, you are welcome to attend CE facilitated by all LSAs!
Websites to Check Out!
Whatcha Reading Now? at http://www.whatchareadingnow.com/: In January of 2010 a group of Florida women created this site to encourage kids to read.  The site includes an ezine, book reviews, author interviews and more.  You can also follow them on Facebook.
“Minute to Win It” games that you might use this summer at http://www.nbc.com/minute-to-win-it/how-to/. 
Books Under 200 Pages for teens from Booklist:  http://tinyurl.com/3tuo3gh

Twizzlers bouquet – I ran across this idea that would be fun and inexpensive for a SLP prize or for a centerpiece at a children’s or teens event -- http://www.craftster.org/forum/index.php?topic=227376.0.  Order the flower shapes from SWILSA! 
 
YALSA's Teens' Top Ten -- The nominations are here: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/teenstopten.cfm [ pdf format -- http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/2011tttnoms.pdf.]  Read them this summer and vote between Aug. 22 and Sept. 16. 
“Picture Books About Fearless Women” (review) -- http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/27/books/review/childrens-books-queen-of-the-falls-by-chris-van-allsburg-nurse-soldier-spy-by-marissa-moss.html?_r=1&ref=childrensbooks. 
Google Lit Trips -- http://www.googlelittrips.org/ -- If you haven’t visited this site before, you might want to take a look.  
Books That Heal Kids -- http://booksthathealkids.blogspot.com/. 
What’s New?
Recently added to the Early Childhood Literacy website:
· New issue of the “Kids Ready to Read” newsletter for daycare providers at http://www.ilsa.lib.ia.us/ECL/daycare.htm. 
· Three new skill-building activities that go along with the Summer Library Program theme at http://www.ilsa.lib.ia.us/ECL/skillbuilding_activities.htm. 
· Three activity pages – “Hedgehogs in England,” “A Panda in China,” and “Australia’s Animals” were added to the same webpage.
Recently added to the SWILSA website:
· Children’s Book Discussion Bibliography.  Books discussed at the workshop on May 6 are listed at http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/youth.htm. 
EBSCOhost for Kids Workshop Next Week
Jay Peterson, Library Consultant with the State Library of Iowa, will be teaching “EBSCOhost for Kids” on May 17, 2011, 10:00-11:00 a.m. using the online Adobe Classroom.  This workshop will teach librarians how to use EBSCOhost's student-friendly interfaces: Kid's Search, Searchasaurus and Student Research Center and how to use them with children and teens. 

To register for this class, go to the State Library's continuing education catalog at http://tinyurl.com/3qrfy2g.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Using Flannelboards To Enhance Storytimes

The following are just a few of the tips shared by Jerri Heid of Ames Public Library at the recent Children’s Book Discussion workshop.

· You can easily create your own flannelboards by covering a small bulletin board or piece of stiff cardboard with felt.  The fuzzy back of a vinyl tablecloth works in place of felt, too.  At the workshop, we used a large pizza box lined with felt (using hot glue) and decorated with contact paper on the outside.  This makes a portable display board and also stores several sets of pieces.

· Pieces can be made from felt, stiff interfacing, stiff felt, or coffee filters.    You can use shapes made from fun foam or laminated cardstock by adding Velcro to the back. Just be sure to test that your pieces stick well to the material you have chosen for your board (some combinations work better than others).  Be sure that pieces are not too heavy (especially if you want to layer them on top of each other).  

· An apron made of felt allows you to move around the room rather than having the children come to the front.  Simply cut an apron shape and add ribbon ties to the neck and sides. You can also create a magnetic board from a cooky sheet and glue pieces of sheet magnet to the back of your shapes.

· Let the children take turns adding items to the flannelboard.  A simple rhyme may take a long time because you are interacting with the children.  You can talk about concepts like “above and below” as children add their pieces.  (As in, “Anna put her bumblebee above the flowers.”)  Fill the time as you wait for each child to have a turn by counting items and talking about the colors and so on. Let parents know that you will do the rhyme twice if there are more children than pieces.  Parents of toddlers may be invited to help their child.  Clap to celebrate each child’s contribution.  Say the rhyme again when the pieces are in place. Count items as you take them down.  

· Repetition is important!  You might read a book, retell the story using the flannelboard, and then act it out.

· Be flexible!  The most important thing that the children will remember is that they had fun.

· Make a small flannelboard for parents or caregivers to use:  Take a simple pocket folder and glue felt to the left hand side.  Use the right hand pocket to store a few flannel board pieces.  Share some counting rhymes and other ideas for using the flannelboard at home.  Great for riding in the car!

P.S.  Remember that the SWILSA die cut machine will cut felt, too.   So, most of the shapes on our die cut page can be flannelboard pieces.  See http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/collections/Diecuts.htm for the list!
Summer Library Manual Corrections
An out-of-date map was used for the continent of Africa, and several countries either changed their name or are misspelled. Youth Services Librarian David Cubie (OH) found the following errors on the map of Africa in Chapter 6:
  1.       The assignment is to write the names of seven countries listed at the top and attach them to the countries w/o names (they are shaded) --Tunisia, although not shaded does not have the name of the country written on or near it-this could cause confusion for some children.
  2.       Two countries are misspelled:  The country Mauritania is spelled on the CSLP map "Maurinania" & the country Lesotho is misspelled "Lethoso".
 3.        Two countries are actually completely wrong in name:  the territory Rio Muni is no longer the name of a country-in 1968 it became a territory of Equatorial Guinea, or more accurately Republic of  Equatorial Guinea.  The third largest country in Africa is no longer  Zaire, it is actually called Democratic Republic of the Congo, and has been called that since 1997.
 4.        In the instructions at the top of the page it says there are 53 countries in Africa, when there are actually 54.  There are 53 members of the AU (African Union), with Morocco being the one country abstaining.
 5.        The coastline of Gabon is missing, altering the coastline of the entire continent.
Merri M. Monks
Youth Services Consultant
State Library of Iowa
Odds & Ends
The new “Pirates” movie is coming out May 20th.  You might use this as a theme for a simple book display or storyhour.  Get out your “Treasure Your Library” summer library program manual for some cut pirate graphics and other ideas to add to your program or display.  [P.S. Remember that materials from old SLP manuals may be used in the library only!]
We still have some colorful scraps from our die cuts that might come in handy for craft projects this summer.  Just call the SWILSA office if you are interested.  A few of the “One World, Many Stories” bulletin board sets are also ready to mail.  If you haven’t ordered yours, give us a call!
Some maps of Africa to use in place of the one on page 203 of the Summer Library Program Manual:  
http://africa.phillipmartin.info/index.htm http://www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/africa.html http://www.yourchildlearns.com/africa_map.htm 




