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Happy New Year!
Upcoming Events:

January 10 – Word Nerd Day (see below)
January 18 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

January 20 – ISLOC 2011 – “Explore the Possibilities, Embrace the Future”
February 2 – Chinese New Year
March 6-12 – Teen Tech Week

March 8 – Mardi Gras

April 1 – Edible Book Day (see below)

April 10-16 – National Library Week

April 25 & 26, 2011 -- Kids First Conference at the Embassy Suites in Des Moines
*see the State Library CE Catalog for details, registration and even more CE opportunities:  (http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/cgi-bin/cecat/).  Remember, you are welcome to attend CE facilitated by all LSAs!

Summer Library Program Notes

For those of you beginning to think about school visits to introduce the “One World, Many Stories” summer library program, we have a few suggestions.

Many folktales would make excellent choices for storytelling on a classroom visit. We have several books of folktales like Margaret Read McDonald’s Shake-It Up Tales  and Len Cabral’s Storytelling Book.   Choose from trickster tales, stories of wise fools or “how and why” stories.  These stories are set up for telling, so all you have to do is practice.  Most are short; some invite audience participation; and some even have craft suggestions.

We have books to help you tell stories more effectively, too.  They have tips on how to simple costumes to make an impression; how to use props; how to deal with disruptions, and so on.  Just call the SWILSA office or take a look at the list of professional books at http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/collections/Books.htm.   We are working on a spreadsheet listing all of the many folktales from around the world that we have in our collection.  We will be posting that on the website as soon as we can.

Remember to encourage teens to participate in the "You Are Here” Teen Video Challenge 
 Teens across the country are invited to create a 30 second to 3 minute video using the 2011 teen slogan "You are Here" related to reading and libraries. Each teen video will be associated with a local public library.   This project is for a teen group or for individual teens. 
The State Library of Iowa will be coordinating the Iowa competition.  Submit entries to the State Library by February 28, 2011.  The Cooperative Summer Library Program will receive one "winning" teen video from each state.  All "winning" videos will be considered official "CSLP" videos to promote summer reading at public libraries. A cash prize will be awarded to each teen (or teen team) who creates the "winning" video submitted to CSLP. Each public library associated with a "winning" team will also receive a special prize.

The CSLP public access page link for teens to enter the Teen Video Challenge:  http://www.cslpreads.org/challenge-overview.html.  If you have not yet created a member password and login for the CSLP website, you will need to do so in order to reach the Teen Video Challenge Page for libraries. You can create an account here:   http://www.cslpreads.org/component/comprofiler/registers.html. The CSLP website will soon have the entry form for Iowa posted, but it's now posted on the State Library of Iowa website, at  http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/ld/youthservices/slp/cslp.  A brochure to distribute at your libraries is also available on the CSLP website.

Useful Sites

JacketFlap at www.jacketflap.com offers information about children’s books and authors.   Includes book trailers, lists of just-published works, and related blogs.
Coloring Page Tuesdays by Elizabeth O. Dulemba at http://dulemba.com/index_ColoringPages.html#Holidays. 

The South Carolina State Library offers a calendar of daily activities that enhance childhood literacy skills at http://daybydaysc.org/December/13.  A print version of the calendar was distributed to parents and caregivers in South Carolina. You might borrow some ideas or do something similar at your library!  You can also borrow ideas and activities from the Early Childhood Literacy website at http://www.ilsa.lib.ia.us/ECL/ to use for your calendar.
University of Wisconsin-Madison Online Courses

The University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Library and Information Studies is offering the following online continuing education courses in the Spring.
Connecting Teens with the Best in New Teen Lit

February 14-March 27

http://www.slis.wisc.edu/continueed-connectteen.htm
Core Elements of Children's Services

February 28-May 7

http://www.slis.wisc.edu/424.htm
Spanish for the Library 
Begins the first of each month

http://www.slis.wisc.edu/continueed-spanforlib.htm
Questions? Contact Meredith Lowe (mclowe@wisc.edu, 608-890-0364) or Anna Palmer (ahpalmer@wisc.edu, 608-263-4452)
April 1st is Edible Book Day!
Here is an event you might want to plan ahead for!  Invite teens to create edible books for display today.  For inspiration/ideas, see the website at http://colophon.com/ediblebooks/photos.html, http://library.duke.edu/about/depts/preservation/edible.html, or just google “edible books.”  You could do this several ways – if you go for the silly puns (like the folks at Duke), you could have everyone try to guess the titles before revealing them.  Or, you might stipulate that every entry has to be done on a 9” square cake.  Ask the kids for their input!
Recent Message from Dan Wardell re: Summer Road Trip

Please mark your calendars for the week of January 10.  That is the week we will begin the selection process for the 2011 Reading Road Trip!  I'll have some fun challenges and quests for you throughout the week with the grand announcement of the summer's list of stops on Friday, January 14.   Last year we did this via Facebook and it really was an exciting adventure.  If you or your staff haven't befriended" me yet, you can do so here:  http://www.facebook.com/danwardell    Having access to Facebook does not hurt or help your chances for the Reading Road Trip, but it sure makes things a lot more fun.  :)

I just posted a "librarian-friendly" message to my page, so please feel free to stop by and comment.  :)  

I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas.  Each of you has a special place in my heart all throughout the year.  Thanks for allowing me to team up with such an awesome group of professionals.

 Thanks!

Dan Wardell

Iowa Public Television
Start the New Year with a Look at Your Teen Space

For those of you who lack a nice newly-remodeled teen space in your library, you can still do a few simple things to make your space more attractive to teens.  Here are a few questions to ask yourself:

· Is the young adult area a separate area?  Can you do something to make it separate?  Can teens converse without disturbing others?

· Is there room for small group seating?

· Is there a spot for studying?

· Is there a bulletin board or display area just for teens?

· Is the lighting good?

· Are there unique elements that mark the space (bright colors, different furniture, etc.)?

· Is the teen collection grouped by genre and marked by spine labels (horror, sci fi, etc.)?

· Are new materials prominently displayed?

· Do you have a small display area that can be changed frequently to highlight different themes?

· Are there computers just for young adult use?

· Are all surfaces used to potential (walls, pillars, ceilings, shelf ends)?

· Do teens know where to get help (reference, etc.)?  Do you need additional signs?

Any changes that will let you say “yes” to the questions above will improve the quality of your young adult area!

Last-Minute Winter Program Ideas

Here are just a few things we have at the SWILSA office to complete your winter/holiday programs:

· A Reader’s Theater script for A Mountain of Mittens for early readers to act out.
· A song based on “The Wheels On the Bus” to go along with the book Axle Annie.  

· Some gingerbread rhymes and a pattern for a fox hat and flannel board patterns to go along with any version of the gingerbread man story.

· A Reader’s Theater script for Santa Knows by Cynthia and Greg Leitich Smith.

· A version of “The Mitten” story with simple sign language to enhance the telling.
Odds & Ends

* Word Nerd Day websites:  World Wide Words at http://www.worldwidewords.org/weirdwords/; Fun Trivia Quizzes about Word Meanings at http://www.funtrivia.com/quizzes/for_children/words_for_kids/word_meanings.html. 
Books about words:  The Boy Who Loved Words by Roni Schotter; Fancy Nancy’s Famous Fancy Words from Accessories to Zany by Jane O’Connor; Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster by Debra Frasier. 
*January is National Soup Month – a great time to read/sing “Chicken Soup with Rice!”

*January 12 is the birthday of Charles Perrault – a good day to share any version of Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood or Sleeping Beauty.

*January 29 is the birthday of Rosemary Wells – have a party with Max and Ruby.  You will find coloring pages at http://rosemarywells.com/?page_id=30. 

*Don’t forget to join your colleagues for ISLOC – the Iowa Small Libraries Online Conference – on January 20th.  For more info, see http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/isloc/.  The afternoon session “Reaching Out into the Community with Storytime” is especially suited to youth services staff.  Here is the description:  “It is 10:00 A.M., do you know where the children are? They are in daycare, that is where.  For years libraries have seen a decrease in the number of small children who visit the library for story time.  Rapides Parish Library has found the answer. Our Preschool Outreach Plus service. What will participants learn from this program?”
