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Upcoming Events:

January 20 – ISLOC 2011 – “Explore the Possibilities, Embrace the Future”
February is Black History Month & Library Lover’s Month
February 2 – Chinese New Year
March 2 – Read Across America (http://www.nea.org/readacross/index.html)
March 6-12 – Teen Tech Week
March 8 – Mardi Gras
April 1 – Edible Book Day (see below)
April 10-16 – National Library Week
April 25 & 26, 2011 -- Kids First Conference at the Embassy Suites in Des Moines
May 6 – Annual Children’s Book Discussion with Jerri Heid

*see the State Library CE Catalog for details, registration and even more CE opportunities:  (http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/cgi-bin/cecat/).  Remember, you are welcome to attend CE facilitated by all LSAs!

Black History Month Ideas

Many of the folk tales included in SWILSA’s storytelling collection (listed on the SWILSA Youth Services page at http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/youth.htm) come from Africa.  Titles include Len Cabral’s Storytelling Book; More Ready-To-Tell Tales; Shake-It-Up Tales; and The People Could Fly.  Anansi stories are especially fun.  The February 2005 issue of Library Sparks magazine features an “Anansi the Spider” storytime with patterns for tubey craft spiders and rhymes. (SWILSA can provide eye circles, eyebrows and mouth pieces to save on cutting.) 

Feature biographies of notable African Americans from your collection.  See http://www.infoplease.com/black-history-month/ or http://www.biography.com/blackhistory/ for lists.

Crafts and displays using die-cut shapes (available from SWILSA; 2¢ each):  
· Make a “Unity Wreath” using hand shapes in several shades of brown and tan 
· Decorate a bulletin board or make mobiles using cloud shapes (write words like “freedom” and “I Have a Dream” on the clouds).

Early Literacy Stations:

The State Library of Iowa is offering a discount on AWE children early literacy workstations:

Multi-State Special Group Purchase

January 15, 2011 through February 28, 2011

The Early Literacy Station (ELS) is the premiere early educational workstation specifically designed for children ages 2 through 10. Over 35% of Public Libraries in the United States have Early Literacy Stations in their libraries. The ELS includes 50 educational titles that are top rated by Children's Technology Review. These titles cover seven curricular areas and are mapped to individual state curriculum standards. The Early Literacy Station is designed by AWE to Inspire every child to become a lifelong learner. The ELS, which requires no Internet connection, is easy for kids to use and even easier for you to manage.
The following link takes you to a flash demo of the ELS www.awe-net.com/els_Library_how.asp.
All libraries participating in this limited-time offer will receive an extraordinary discount on every Early Literacy Station purchased between January 15 and February 28, 2011.

 Early Literacy Station – Standard English Edition: $2100 per unit. Includes 19-inch flat screen monitor, CPU-loaded with educational software, colorful keyboard, child-size mouse, and three-year hardware warranty.
 Early Literacy Station – Standard Spanish Edition: $2200 per unit. Includes 19-inch flat screen monitor, CPU-loaded with educational software, colorful keyboard, child-size mouse, and three-year hardware warranty.

Please contact your AWE Account Executive Paul Getzen at 215.868.3472 or getzenp@awe-net.com for details on options including software, touch-screens, extended warranties, and more.

Please follow this link to the State Library of Iowa Discount Page for more information: http://www.statelibraryofiowa.org/ld/c-d/discounts/awedisFY11/AWEfy11.

For further information on this group purchase, please contact:
Jay Peterson, Library Consultant 
State Library of Iowa - Main Library
E-Mail: jay.peterson@lib.state.ia.us
Direct: (515) 281-4499 | Toll-Free: 1-800-248-4483

Award Winners Announced:

The American Library Association (ALA) recently announced the winners of several awards for books, video and audiobooks for children and young adults. These include the Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, Newbery and Printz awards.

The Newbery Medal for outstanding contribution to children's literature went to
Moon over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool.

Four Newbery Honor Books also were named: Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm; Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus; Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night by Joyce Sidman; and One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia.

The Randolph Caldecott Medal for the most distinguished American picture book for children was awarded to A Sick Day for Amos McGee illustrated by Erin E. Stead. The book was written by Philip C. Stead.

Two Caldecott Honor Books also were named: Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave illustrated by Bryan Collier and written by Laban Carrick Hill; and Interrupting Chicken written and illustrated by David Ezra.

A list of all the 2011 award winners for children and young adults is posted on the ALA website at http://ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pr.cfm?id=6048.

Kids First is coming April 25-26!

Details and registration forms for the 2011 Kids First! Conference for youth librarians are now available on the State Library of Iowa's website, at http://tinyurl.com/6efmc9z.  

The conference will take place at the Des Moines Embassy Suites on Monday, April 25 and Tuesday, April 26.  Keynote speakers will be Gail Bush, Director of the Center for Teaching through Children's Books at National-Louis University and president of the Illinois Library Association; Linda Urban, author of A Crooked Kind of Perfect and Mouse was Mad; Jacqueline Kelly, author of The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate, a Newbery Honor Book; and Carolyn Meyer, author of many books for children and teens, including Mary, Bloody Mary and Doomed Queen Anne. Special guests will be Dan Wardell and Trista Peitzman of Iowa Public Television.

A total of 24 breakout sessions will include the following topics: Teen Programs and Collections; Nonfiction for Children; Social Media for Kids, Grades K-6; Information Literacy in the Public Library; How to Get the Most from Your Programs; Weeding Children's Collections, and many more.  

World Read Aloud Day

[bookmark: _GoBack]Celebrate the Power of Words and Stories & Take Action for Global Literacy by participating in World Read Aloud Day on March 9, 2011.  See http://www.litworld.org/worldreadaloudday/. 40,000 people in 35 countries participated in last year’s premiere event.

IPTV is hosting an ICN session designed for librarians, educators, media specialists and anyone interested in holding a World Read Aloud event on Thursday, February 03, 2011, from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. The session will discuss ways you can be involved through a local event and by encouraging families to read aloud at home.  Register through the Iowa Distance Learning Database at http://www.iptv.org/iowa_database/event-detail.cfm?ID=10852.

Teen Tech Week

Teen Tech Week is coming March 6-12.  Here is the SWILSA bulletin board set based on the "Mix and Mash" theme from ALA.
 [image: http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/youth/teentech11.jpg]
Just call the SWILSA office or email sgruber@swilsa.lib.ia.us to order all of the pieces to make your Teen Tech Week robot.  We will send along a larger photo and some instructions with your order.

We’ve also created two simple mini-posters that you can print on brightly colored paper.  Look for these on the SWILSA Youth Services page at http://www.swilsa.lib.ia.us/youth.htm. 

Odds & Ends

Mardi Gras coloring pages:  http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/mardi_gras_coloring_pages.htm. 

Lemony Snicket quotes (display to celebrate the b-day of Daniel Handler on February 28th):  http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/mardi_gras_coloring_pages.htm. 

Hide heart cut-outs or bookmarks in books with “Valentine” or “heart” in the title.  (Order die cuts from SWILSA for only 2¢ each.)

The storytime kit “Me and My Shadow” from the Early Childhood Literacy website (http://www.ilsa.lib.ia.us/ECL/storykits.htm) is designed just for Groundhog Day.  Download it from the website or borrow the ready-made kit from SWILSA.
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