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1) Continuing Education.  

We have scheduled 14 online classes through the remainder of 2010, in addition to 3 subcenter meetings and Town Meeting in-person.  Online classes continue to be well received, but we know (and hear from librarians) that they want to meet face-to-face sometimes.  

The “eBooks, eReaders, ePub, eTc.” class had good reviews, both in the formal evaluation and in follow-up e-mails from participants.  We are all interested in continuing the conversation and keeping the information flowing, so we are working on a variety of methods to facilitate that.
Librarians have expressed interest in our “Out of the Box” concept for helping them provide classes for their local patrons, so I will be finalizing the Twitter OOTB, and begin putting together a “Box” on ebooks, etc.

2) ISLOC

The Iowa Small Libraries Online Conference 2011 is scheduled for 2011 and the Team is well into planning.  The theme is “Exploring the Possibilities, Embracing the Future.”

3)  Gadget Zoo.  The Zoo has made one official appearance (parts of it have made spontaneous appearances), with several more on the schedule or in the works.  Ereaders, predicatably, are the most common points of discussion and interest.  I have had several requests to do Gadget Zoo programs for local libraries’ patron programs and, while I can’t honor those requests, I am looking at finding ways to help librarians organize their own “Zoo Nights.”
4)  Consulting. 

There are several new librarians in SW in the past few months and I have been making initial visits to those libraries.  I am also visiting with several library boards on various topics, notably automation and orientation.

5) Phone Service

Phone service was successfully switched to Cox on July 1.  We have an issue yet with Qwest’s “final” invoice and are awaiting resolution before paying that final bill.

Coming up:

August 11

Google Tools: Sites  (online class)

August 18

Reorganization Committee Meeting, Pleasant Hill Public Library

August 19

Booktalks:  Genre Studies—Getting Started  (online class)

August 20

Subcenter meeting, Atlantic Public Library

August 24

Subcenter meeting, Humeston Public Library

August 25

Subcenter meeting, Clarinda Lied Public Library
August 27

MedLine Plus (online class)


September 21

Town Meeting, Red Oak Public Library
